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Ireland edging 

closer to fulfilling 

Andorra dream 
After a successful year in re-establishing, the 
LǊƛǎƘ {ŜƴƛƻǊ ƳŜƴΩǎ ǾƻƭƭŜȅōŀƭƭ ǘŜŀƳ ŀǊŜ now 
within days of arriving in Andorra for its first 
CEV Qualification event since December 2003. 

The Irish leave Dublin Airport on June 
15th and arrive in Girona Airport, near 
Barcelona, from which they will travel by 
coach to Andorra in the Pyrenees. 
Formalities begin on the following day, 
June 16th, comprising of the 
accreditation, the preliminary briefing and 
ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀƳǎΩ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎΦ 
 
The Irish will then play the first of their 
four matches over the three days of 
competition at the Poliesportiu 
ŘΩ!ƴŘƻǊǊŀ venue on Thursday June 17th 
at 17:30 local time (16:30 Irish Summer 
Time) against neighbours Scotland. The 
Scots share similarities with the Irish 
being a mixed team of both youth and 
experience, although they carry the edge, 
boosted by additional experience having 
some playing in professional Leagues on 
the continent. 

On Friday, the Irish then play the hosts 
Andorra at 13:30 (12:30 IST), a team 
which competes in the Spanish 2nd 
Division Pro League. Later in the day at 
20:00 (19:00 IST), they take on the 
defending Champions and outright 
favourites, Cyprus, richly esteemed in 
volleyball tradition in the Small Nations 
tournament with many of their team 
playing Semi-Pro in Cyprus and Greece. 
 
The Irish then play their last qualifier 
against the Faroe Islands on Saturday at 
16:00 (15:00 IST). Although relatively 
unknown, the Faroes have more 
experience at qualification rounds than 
ǘƘŜ LǊƛǎƘ ƛƴ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ 
also exposed to a relatively higher level 
of volleyball through Danish links. 

Needless to say, the Irish will be 
considered as the little upstarts entering 
this event, however such is the 
progression and rising belief of this 
team over the past year, that there will 
be a clear intent from the off to upset 
by the Irish to upset the odds and 
dismantle the hopes of the other 
competing nations, which would add a 
huge gloss to the success story that has 
been the proud restoration of Irish 
ƳŜƴΩǎ ǾƻƭƭŜȅōŀƭƭ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ 12 
months. 
 
Live scores, updates, reports and 
interviews will be available on the Irish 
aŜƴΩǎ Volleyball Squads Facebook page 
throughout the event ς make sure you 
visit and support our boys! 



 

Qualification Round, Andorra, June 17-19 

Republic of Ireland - Players: 

 
WƻŜ hΩYŜŜŦŦŜ ό/ŀǇǘŀƛƴύ 
Team: Ballymun Patriots 

Position: Outside 
 

 

 
Cillian Bracken-Conway 
Team: Ballymun Patriots 

Position: Setter 
 

 

 
Sean MacSeoin 

Team: Garda 
Setter 

 
 

 
Niall Madden 

Team: Ulster Elks 
Position: Outside 

 
 

 
Andrew Goti 

Team: AerLingus Jets 
Position: Outside 

 
 

 
.ǊŜƴŘŀƴ hΩwŜƎŀƴ 

Team: University College Dublin 
Position: Outside / Opposite 

 
 

 
Alex Gibbons 

Team: Ballymun Patriots 
Position: Outside / Opposite 

 
 

 
Jonathan Whitty 

Team: AerLingus Jets 
Position: Centre 

 
 

 
Andrew McCarthy 

Team: University College Cork 
Position: Centre 

 
 

 
Oisin McArdle 

Team: University College Dublin 
Position: Centre 

 
 

 
John Grace 
Team: Garda 

Position: Centre 
 
 

 
Tommy Kilfeather 
Team: AerLingus Jets 

Position: Libero 
 

 


